Functional analysis of the roles of FliQ and FlhB in flagellar expression in Helicobacter pylori.
Expression of the two Helicobacter pylori flagellin proteins FlaA and FlaB is required for full motility and persistent infection of the gastric mucosa. The mechanisms and regulation of the biosynthesis and export of flagella in H. pylori are still poorly understood. Scrutiny of the H. pylori 26695 genome sequence revealed homologues of FliQ and FlhB. The roles of the fliQ and flhB genes in H. pylori were investigated by the construction and characterisation of defined isogenic mutants. The results indicate that these genes are involved in the flagellar expression, adhesion to and colonisation of the gastric mucosa.